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ArogBflroflffits T Q fte Claims 

Please cancel Claims 1-4, 7-11 and 14-20. Please amend Claims 5-6 and 12-13. The 
Claim Listing below will replace all prior versions of the claims in the application: 

Claim Lispp g 

1-4. (Canceled) 

5, (Currently Amended) ^fa r-me thod t>f Claim 1 A metho4 of staining a biological specimen 
witfr a histological stain, wherein the specimen is treated bv a process that includes 
treatment with a corro^ve reagent* the process comprising the steps of: 

(a) 4^ s P crtsirL g ° ntQ a biojogjcal specimen an oxidizer *h at * s a precursor of the 

corrosive reagept; ftn4 
fb) dispensing opto the biological specimen an acid source of hydrogen ions that is 

other thap the corrosive reagent, w herein the acid source of hydrogen ions is 

selected from the group consisting of perchloric acid, perbromic acid and nitric 

acidl-k 

whereby the oxidizer combines with hydrogen ions and the cornbinapon of oxidizer and 
h ydrogep jons contacts the biojogical specimen, thereby floating the biologicq) specimen 
with the corrosjve reagent. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 5 wherein the acid source of hydrogen ions 
is perchloric acid. 

7-11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) The me t hod uf Claim 10 A method for 4etecpng the presence or 
absence of microorganisms fa a biological specimen in an automated histological 
spunjpg process, comprising the steps of: 

(a} treating the biological specimen with a staining reagent wherein the treatment 
comprises disposing from separate liquid dispepsers. onto the biolog ical 
specimen, a source of chromate ions an4 qp qcid source of hydrogen ions, tfte 
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source of chromate ions and The acid source of hydrogen ions being other than 
chromic acid, wherein the acid source of hydrogen ions is selected from the group 
consisting of perchloric acid, perbromic acid and nitric acidf-l . thereby combining 
chromate ions yid frvfrogen ions, wherein tfr e combination of chromate iom and 
hydrogen ions contacts tfie frfcjogical specimen: 
Oil washing the combinqpop of chromate ions and hvdrogep jons from the 
specimen: 

Jc} sfoinjng the washed specinjep with a histological stain suifobje for t|ie detection of 

pucroorganisms; ancj- 
Id) detectjqg foe presence or absence of microorganisms in the speqypen 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim -H> Jl wherein the acid source of hydrogen 
ions is perchloric acid. 

14-20, (Canceled) 
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